Y Tres Rios Area Congregational News
RS August 2008

IC

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES of CHRIST) in the

SOUTHWEST

Congregational News

ALAMOGORDO
First Christian Church

We welcome the Rev. Patrick Wayne Crocker to the area. Patrick
has been called as minister at First Christian Church. He was born in
Fort Worth, Texas, in the spring of 1980. A life-long Disciple and
preacher's kid, he could often be found helping around the church.
His family eventually moved to San Antonio, where he became
active in the Chrysalis and Emmaus communities. While there, he
earned his Bachelor of Science in Biology at the University of Texas,
San Antonio. It was while working on the career goal of genetic
engineer and part-time mad scientist that he finally agreed to quit
fighting the call to ministry (as much) if God would agree to quit
pushing (as much). Patrick graduated from Brite Divinity in Fort
Worth, Texas, with a Master of Divinity.

ALBUQUERQUE Los Altos Christian Church

A mission team of 20 young people from First Christian Church of
Katy, TX and Kingwood Christian Church of Houston, TX came to
Los Altos CC July 19 — 26 to help the church lead a VBS for the
surrounding community. They also participated in various other
mission opportunities while in Albuquerque.

Los Altos CC is planning an all church retreat on October 24-25
which will focus on Evangelism.

Recent outreach programs have included collecting bottles of water
to give to the homeless during the summer, collecting
undergarments for the homeless and collecting school supplies for
needy children

Monte Vista Christian Church

Twenty-five intrepid souls traveled to Esquimay, Pespire, Choluteca
Honduras to help build a school room. Team Uno was 8 strong,
and began to build June 27-July 6, 2008. Team Dos was 17 strong
and crossed paths with Team Uno before continuing the work July
4 - July 12th, 2008. Abundant blessings were received by the
teams from this faith venture.




Sombra del Monte
Christian Church

Recent outreach ministries have included:
¢ A Barbecue Fundraiser to benefit the Albuquerque
Children’s Home.

++ The Christian Women’s Fellowship collecting
undergarments for the homeless and needy.

+ The collection of cell phones to help collect funds for the

Barrett House, a shelter for women and children.

West Mesa Christian Church

ANGEL FIRE

In July, four of West Mesa’s youth participated in a Youth Works
mission trip to Cortez, Colorado where they helped in painting the
homes of elderly and/or poorer members of the community, as
well as in leading activities for a Christ-centered summer day
program for under-privileged children.

United Church of Angel Fire

The McDonald Lecture Series was held August 3-5. The Dr. James
Matthews was speaker for the event.

The Jeffrey Loving Medical Program, a ministry of the United
Church of Angel Fire that served hundreds of people throughout
the Moreno Valley over many years, will cease operation this
summer due to a major funding source being withdrawn. The
program originally consisted of a free medical clinic housed every
Thursday evening at UCAF since 2000. The facility was created by
Dr. Martin Andrews, a member of UCAF, and the ministry was
supported by volunteers from the church and community. The
congregation will continue to see ways to purchase medicines for
the homeless, needy and uninsured.

ARTESIA

First Christian Church

As the church focuses on congregational revitalization and
transformation, they are experiencing a number of exciting and
encouraging events as new members join the church and
momentum builds.

This summer, the church sent three youth and one adult to TRA
Summer Camp, for the first time in seven years. In addition, for
the first time in seven years, the church hosted a “Jerusalem
Marketplace” Vacation Bible School for the local community. The
final night saw 50 adults and children participating.

Remodeling work is well underway as the church strives to make its
facilities available to the local community. Currently, two
classrooms at one end of the Education Wing are being completely
redone as the church will be hosting a community preschool
program beginning in September.

In addition, the church has opened its doors to usage of its facilities
by a local Cub Scout group and the Artesia Emmaus Community.
Material is also being collected for recycling, the proceeds of which
are being directed to the national program, “Recycling for Hearing
Dogs For The Deaf.”

The church just joyfully celebrated their one year anniversary with
Pastor David and Vickie Grousnick.




CARLSBAD

First Christian Church

EL PASO

We rejoice with the Rev. David Rogers and Kim Rogge who wiill
be married on October 4, 2008, at the First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Carlsbad with the Rev. David Grousnick
officiating.

Bethany Christian Church

During the summer, the congregation held “Vacation Vespers” on
Sunday evenings. Time was spent learning, sharing and
fellowshipping. . The adults participating could choose between a
Bible Study, a Disciples’ History study or a Life Crises study. Classes
were also offered to children and youth.

The Fourth Annual Fall Music Festival — Communion with God in
Music - will be held September 21 at 3:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.
The event will feature the Bethany Chancel Choir, the Bethany Bell
Choirs, original music by the pastor and members, the Trans
Mountain Sound Gospel Quartet and Duets by Kitty Ice. Child care
will be provided.

First Christian Church

The “Dinner with Our Neighbors” program has been extended
until August 31. The church members have been blessed through
this opportunity to get to know the people who live in their
community, with between 75 — 90 people participating each week.

Adults from the congregation gathered on August 2, to help in the
construction of a straw bale home in Sunland Park, N.M.

Primera lIglesia
Cristiana Hispana

The congregation celebrated their fourth year anniversary Sunday,
June 29, followed by an anniversary meal in Carroll Hall.

In May, Pastor Julian Ibarra and his wife, Rosario Montoya,
attended the new church planters’ Super Peer/Revival in Bethany,
West Virginia. The theme for the event was “Evangelism & Mission
World Cafe”.

HOBBS

Highland Christian Church

Check out Highland’s new website at www.hcchobbs.org!

The congregation is currently conducting a Bible study on
Wednesday evenings based on the book Unbinding the Gospel by
Martha Grace Reese as part of their visioning process.

MONAHANS

First Christian Church

From Chris Boone, pastor of First Christian: “We have had an
exciting year so far, God is doing tremendous things in the lives of
our members. We have been involved in joint ministry with the
Baptist church to reach out to the community - it is always a
blessing to see churches work together. We have seen a growth in
our church membership this year, with 10 new members. We
added a new scrap booking ministry, and now have a
transportation ministry. My family and | are blessed to be part of
exciting ministry here in Monahans.




ODESSA

Bethany Christian Church

First Christian Church

On July 19, Bethany Christian Church, First Christian Church and
First Presbyterian Church in Odessa sent a mission team of 5
students and 3 adults to the 9t Ward of New Orleans as part of
the Disciples Hurricane Recovery Initiative. During the four days
that they were there, they were able to help in the reconstruction
of one church and one home. They were distressed to see, after
three years since Katrina hit, how much work still needs to be done
in New Orleans and the fact that only church groups are heading
up the current reconstruction initiative, with little or no help from
the government.

RUIDOSO

First Christian Church

We welcome the Rev. Milo L. Steffen Il who has been called as
Senior Minister to First Christian Church in Ruidoso, beginning
August 1. Milo is originally from Panhandle, Texas. He attended
Phillips University and Phillips Theological Seminary in Enid, OK.
His ministerial journey has led him to pastor churches in
Oklahoma, Texas, Indiana and Colorado. Milo is also the proud
father of three grown children, Rachel, Valerie and Kyle.

Please continue to pray for those affected by the flooding in
Ruidoso. We thank God, that the members of First Christian and
the church itself were only affected in minor ways.

This summer 10 youth and adults were sent out as missionaries of
First Christian to Grand Junction, Colorado, where they spent a
week serving the youngsters, senior citizens, homeless and others at
a children’s group, care center, soup kitchen and in a trailer park
where work was needed on some of the homes.

Black River Center
for Learning

Many thanks go to all who contributed to buying a new canoe for
Black River.

A special thanks goes to the Lepley family of Albuquerque for the
canoe they donated to BRCL. It is a memorial donation in the
name of Don Lepley.




